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Calendar

January 
9—CCCA Executive Committee, 
7:30 pm, Community Center 

14—ANC 3/4G meeting, 7 pm, 
Community Center 

28—ANC 3/4G meeting, 7 pm, 
Community Center 

December 
10—ANC 3/4G meeting, 7 pm, 
Community Center 

15—CCCA Cookie decorating 
and crafts, 1-3 pm, 
Community Center 

24—Christmas caroling, noon, 
starting at Connecticut Ave. 
and Livingston St., N.W.  

Next event 1-3 p.m. Saturday, December 15

Our fifth annual holiday cookie-decorating event  will be held 10 days before Christmas. 
Neighbors of all ages are invited to the Chevy Chase Community Center (5601 
Connecticut Avenue, NW), from 1 to 3 p.m. on Saturday, December 15. Bring your 
imagination, decorating skills, a smile (and an apron, if you wish.) 
    We will provide the cookies, icing, and decorations. Children with nut allergies or who 
are gluten free will have special cookies available.  We will also provide crafting 
materials to decorate your own cut-out ornaments and gingerbread people. Please join us 
for this fun event and celebrate the season with your friends, family, and neighbors.

Join Us For An Afternoon of Holiday 
Cookie Decorating, Craft Making

The newsletter will 
next appear in early 

February with 
information on 
planned CCCA 

activities that month 
and later. Watch our 

website and local 
listservs for 

information in the 
meantime.

Hark! Are those herald angels? Come, come, all ye 
faithful — of any faith, or none whatsoever! — for 
Christmas Eve caroling in Chevy Chase D.C. Jingle 
bells, drummer boys and girls, we’ll have them all. 
Bring the entire family to make merry, then break 
off for lunch and last-minute shopping along 
Connecticut Avenue. Festive attire encouraged! You 
bring the cheer, we’ll bring the songbooks, bells, 
and small drums. Thumb through the songbook and 
call out your favorites, religious and secular, to 
create a human holiday jukebox. Meet December 
24th at noon outside the Starbucks on the corner of 
Connecticut Ave. and Livingston St.. Every year, we 
find that as we sing and stroll, stresses melt away, 
and we leave with the same smile we brought to the 
face of another.

Caroling December 24
Four Longtime Residents 
Tell Their Stories
Through interviews with the people 
who live or spent their lives in Chevy 
Chase, D.C., we can learn about the 
area’s history after the farmland 
became one of the first street car 
suburbs in the early 20th century. 
Local residents recorded stories of 
doing war work, managing 
businesses, collecting art, and 
organizing in the community. This is 
how Cate Atkinson and Joan Janshego 
introduced the oral history project of 
the Historic Chevy Chase DC at our 
meeting in November.  
    HCCDC is a volunteer group that 
supports research, presents historic 

November meeting

information, and sponsors walking tours of Chevy Chase, DC.  The memories captured in oral 
histories create a record of how D.C. residents lived their lives.  Four panelists, whose oral 
histories are available on the group’s website, talked about the experience of doing their own 
oral histories.  Connie Povich, Patricia Myler, Tim Hannapel, and Emily Swartz all enjoyed 
talking about their memories of growing up, attending school, and contributing to life in the 
community. 
    The interviews usually start off with specific questions, but soon the participants bring in 
their own life stories (and their ancestors’ stories) and experiences. These recorded interviews 
have been transcribed and posted on the HCCDC website.  If you or someone you know is 
interested in doing an oral history, please contact hccdc@comcast.net. 
    Enjoy reading these personal histories and learn more about our community. They are 
posted at http://www.historicchevychasedc.org/ 
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Neighborhood History 

On the evening of March 7, 1965, TV 
programming in living rooms across the 
nation was interrupted to air the brutal 
clubbing of African Americans as they 
attempted to march peacefully near Selma, 
Ala., for voting rights. Americans watched 
in stunned horror and outrage at what was 
dubbed “Bloody Sunday.” When Martin 
Luther King Jr. called on community 
leaders to join another march two days 
later, hundreds joined in. 
    One of them was the associate minister 
of All Souls Unitarian Church on 16th 
Street. The Rev. James Reeb, a young white 
man passionate about civil rights, had lived 
at 5700 Chevy Chase Parkway with his 
wife and four children for nearly six years. 
Only five months earlier, they had 
decamped to Roxbury, Mass, so he could 
devote himself full time to civil rights. 
    On the evening of March 9, Reeb 
participated in an aborted march in which 
state troopers again blocked the highway. 
Afterward, he and two other Unitarian 
ministers emerged from a restaurant and 
were attacked on the sidewalk by four white 
supremacists. Reeb was hit in the head with 
a baseball bat and never regained 
consciousness. The black hospital couldn’t 
care for his grave injuries and the white 
hospital reportedly turned him away, so it 
took two hours to get treatment. His death a 
few days later was mourned by hundreds of 
thousands and prompted vigils across the 
country. It was a powerful nudge for 
President Lyndon Johnson to 
deliver a draft of the Voting Rights 
Act to Congress on March 15, 1965. 
    To remind those who pass by of 
Reeb’s selfless actions, his name is 
now imprinted on a historic house 
plaque at 5700 Chevy Chase 
Parkway. The plaque won the 
lottery, so to speak. It happened to 
be the 200th one purchased in a 
historic-plaque program run by 
Historic Chevy Chase DC and 
CCCA. The program was started in 
2007 to celebrate the centennial of 
the establishment of Chevy Chase 
D.C. and to reflect the pride of 
residents in their neighborhood. 
“This one is somewhat unusual in 
that it includes the name of a civil 
rights activist,” said Evelyn Wrin, 

Story of Historic House Plaque On  
Chevy Chase Parkway

DC Government 

Contact Information

• All area code 202
• www.dc.gov
• Police/Fire: 911
• Govt. Service Calls: 311

or 737-4404 
Mayor

Mayor Muriel Bowser
eom@dc.gov

Second Police District

Main Desk–715-7300
Commander

Melvin Gresham-730-1901
melvin.gresham@dc.gov

Sector One

Michelle Williams
michelle.williams3@dc.gov

Police Service Area 201

Lt. Walter Fleming
walter.fleming@dc.gov
Sgt. James Koenig
james.koenig@dc.gov

Community Relations and 

Service Liaisons

Ward 3

Phil Thomas-341-7706  
phil.thomas@dc.gov
Ian Maggard-340-7853
Ian.maggard@dc.gov
Ward 4 
Phillip McAuley-436-2087
phillip.mcauley@dc.gov 
Jasmin Benab-340-7059 
Jasmin.benab@dc.gov

DC Council 

www.dccouncil.us

Ward 3 Council Member

Mary Cheh–724-8062
mcheh@dccouncil.us

Ward 4 Council Member

Brandon Todd–724-8052
btodd@dccouncil.us

Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission 3/4G

www.anc3g.org • 363-5803
chevychaseanc3@verizon.net 

Public Library

www.dclibrary.org
282-0021 (Chevy Chase)
727-1101 (main library)

Parks and Recreation

www.dpr.dc.gov
Chevy Chase Community 

Center 282-2204

Community
Service

Capt. Edward Bernat 
edward.bernat@dc.gov

Rich Harrington-535-1915 
rich.harrington@dc.gov 
Jessica Wertheim-724-5535 
jessica.wertheim@dc.gov 
Ward 4 
KeShawn Harris-724-7672 
keshawn.harris@dc.gov 
Kelli Hunter-727-8195 
kelli.hunter@dc.gov 

Lt. Edward Aragona 
edward.aragona@dc.gov 

The installation of our 200th house plaque is celebrated by 
(left to right) CCCA's Robert Gordon and Evelyn Wrin, 
homeowner Cate Atkinson, and Jordan Benderly of Historic 
Chevy Chase DC. 
— photo by Cate Atkinson

who manages the program for CCCA. “The 
plaque also includes the name of the architect 
and the year the house was built. Other 
information frequently put on plaques includes 
the name of the architect, the year of an 
addition, identification as a catalogue house 
and other historical descriptive language. 
    Cate and Rod Atkinson, who bought 5700 
Chevy Chase Parkway in 2015, wanted to 
honor Reeb when they discovered it had been 
his home. “The house plaque seemed to be a 
great way to do it,” said Cate, who is working 
on a history of the house built in 1930. “I 
recently tracked down Reeb’s wife, who is 89 
now, and she was delighted about the plaque. 
She said she always did like this house. She 
was also pleased to learn that it was home to 
an African-American woman -- Bernice 
Degler -- for 48 years after she moved out.” 
    The plaques are 8-inch by 12-inch ovals 
made of brass with black finish and are 
manufactured by the Erie Landmark Company. 
Wrin said the idea for the program came from 
a Morrison Street resident who purchased a 
historic plaque for her house in 1995. Several 
other homeowners liked it and followed suit. 
Wrin and Jordan Benderly of HCCDC 
formalized the program and now coordinate 
the plaque purchases, helping homeowners 
decide on content and wording.  The plaques 
are $249 plus shipping (about $23). Those 
interested in finding out more, message Evelyn 
Wrin at evbobwrin@verizon.net. 
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From the Neighborhood
What’s New in Chevy Chase Circle?Finding Your Niche in Volunteering 

Recent retirees gathered in October for a discussion on 
volunteering sponsored by Northwest Neighbors Village 
(NNV). Steve Gurney, founder of the Retirement Living 
Sourcebook, led off by highlighting the importance of 
volunteering in helping retirees maintain social 
connectedness and purpose after leaving the workplace.  Elly 
Greene talked about resources to identify volunteer 
opportunities (for example, https://www.volunteermatch.org/
volunteers/) and her own experience volunteering for Reading 
Partners.   Merilee Janssen described NNV as the “best gig in 
town” because their volunteers have flexibility in deciding 
week to week what time they can offer. She highlighted  the 
people you meet by organizing get-togethers or helping 
members solve technology challenges.  Samantha Nolan 
talked about her journey from a community Neighborhood 
Watch volunteer to the coordinator of Neighborhood Watch 
across D.C. For the more financially inclined, Suzanne 
Orenstein highlighted the opportunities offered by AARP Tax 
Aide. Debby Shore, founder and executive director of Sasha 
Bruce Youthworks, discussed how volunteers support the 
organizations efforts on behalf of homeless youth. The topic 
of volunteering was particularly relevant to  retirees in their 
sixties and seventies who are looking to build a healthy 
connected retirement. Further information about NNV can be 
found at nnvdc.org.    — Karen Zuckerstein 
                                                                                           

The Friends of Chevy Chase Circle have been working to 
carry through on its mission to “renew, beautify, maintain and 
protect” the Circle, and the results are stacking up. New 
benches were installed last spring thanks to a public-private 
grant issued through the National Park Service's Centennial 
Challenge and the generous donations by local residents. The 
six new willow oaks that were planted in 2017 are thriving 
and two large trees that were stricken with a deadly fungi 
were removed. Mulch “tree rings” were installed to help 
promote the health of the trees. Both the rose bushes and the 
azaleas were trimmed, and the grasses and the perennials in 
the “traffic splitters" on the north and south sides of the 
Circle are flourishing. The fountain has been working all 
summer. Meanwhile, the FoCCC community board is 
continuing to solicit funds for the eventual refurbishment of 
the fountain.  
    The board voted to support an effort to add lighting to the 
fountain’s basin and the water plume. This support for a 
design proposal is only step one in a long-term 
project. FoCCC is looking for someone to assist with tax 
and financial concerns. If you have an accounting or finance 
background and would like to be a part of a great community 
effort, please contact FOCCC through 
friendsofchevychasecircle.org. — Ruth Robbins, President 

Public Art in Chevy Chase
CCCA’s Executive Committee is starting a program to 
promote public art in Chevy Chase, D.C. The central idea is 
to beautify and unify the neighborhood through art along the 
Connecticut Avenue corridor.  Wikipedia defines public art as 
“art in any media that has been planned and executed with the 
intention of being staged in the physical public domain, 
usually outside and accessible to all.” 
    Examples of public art are abundant in Washington. Think 
of the many statues across the city.  More to the point are the 
many murals on buildings’ walls such as the one at Ben’s 
Chili Bowl and Marilyn Monroe on Connecticut Avenue.  
Recall the painted donkeys and elephants that adorned the 
entire city in 2002. We already feature public art in our 
neighborhood. Check out the lively murals on Circle Liquor 
and Child’s Play. 
    One initial thought 
includes exploring the 
possibility of brightly 
decorating the emergency 
call boxes throughout the 
neighborhood. We look 
forward to hearing thoughts 
from our members and  
other organizations that 
want to work with us. 
Anyone interested should 
message Robert Gordon at 
robert@gordonrestaurantgroup.com. 

                                                                                           

The Changing Chevy Chase Restaurant Scene
Here’s what’s new on the upper Connecticut Avenue dining 
front:  
    The American City Diner at Connecticut Ave. and 
Morrison St., N.W., closed in July after 30 years. Its founder, 
Jeffrey Gildenhorn, died last year. Steve Salis, the 
restaurateur behind Ted’s Bulletin, Kramerbooks and 
Afterwards Café, and Federalist Pig, is leasing the space. 
Salis plans a “French-style brasserie” to open in the third 
quarter of 2019 that will serve breakfast, lunch and dinner in 
a restored diner car and an additional structure. It would 
serve as many as 165 diners inside and outside, compared 
with a capacity of 99 at the old diner, says Jerry Malitz, who 
represents the area on Advisory Commission 3/4G. 
    Restaurateurs Robert and Aaron Gordon opened the Little 
Beast, named for Aaron Gordon’s young daughters, on Sept. 
30 at Connecticut Ave. and McKinley St., N.W. The Gordons 
own four other local restaurants, Bakers & Baristas, Drafting 
Table, Red Light, and Red Velvet Cupcakery. Executive chef 
Nicholas Martino told Bethesda Magazine that many courses 
are designed for people to share, “just like you would do at 
your own home.” 
    On Nov. 1, Pumpernickels Bagelry, a Chevy Chase fixture 
for 20 years, moved its operations from Connecticut Ave. 
near Livingston St. to Arucola Restaurant at 5534 
Connecticut Ave. Pumpernickels is operating from 7 am to 2 
pm Tuesday through Saturday (8 am to 2 pm Sunday), while 
Arucola begins its restaurant service at 4 pm. 
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CCCA Officers
PRESIDENT  
Kate Barnes-Domotor 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
Robert Gordon 

SECRETARY 
Jory Barone 

TREASURER 
Sandra Cihlar 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEES 

MEMBERSHIP 
Barbara Elkus, Robert Gordon 

NEWSLETTER 
Ted Gest, Liza Willsey 

NOMINATING 
Jonathan Lawlor 
Samantha Nolan, Nancy 
Taylor 

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES COMMITTEES 

EDUCATION 
Jenny Backus 

FINE ARTS 
Steven Zipp 

HOUSING/REAL ESTATE 
Nancy Wilson 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
Samantha Nolan 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
Chris Dietz

Thanks to Our Business Members 
Visit chevychasecitizens.org and click on Business Corner for more information.
PLATINUM MEMBERS: 202design | Abrams Group/TTR Sotheby's International Realty | Arco Iris 
Somos | Avalon Theatre | Kate Barnes/Jeff Reese – Real Living At Home | Barstons Child’s Play | Broad 
Branch Children’s House | Broad Branch Market | Catch Can | Center For Family Well-Being | Circle 
Yoga | Debbie Parker Business and Lifestyle Coaching | Donovan & Wye  | Durable Slate Company | 
Harmonic Music Studios | Kinderhaus Ltd. | Levine Group Architects & Builders | Lisner-Louise-
Dickson-Hurt Home | Little Beast | Long & Foster Real Estate – Chevy Chase | Macon Bistro & Larder | 
Magruder’s of DC | Parthenon Restaurant & Chevy Chase Lounge | PNC Bank-Chevy Chase | 
Pumpernickels Deli | Renew Restoration | Spring Valley Montessori Academy | State Farm Insurance, 
Jon Laskin | Subway | Taylor Agostino Group Realtors | TTR Sotheby’s International Realty | Nancy 
Wilson, Evers & Company, Real Estate  

GOLD MEMBERS: AlmaVerde-Sustainable Gardening | Care For You, Inc. | Cary Bland Therapeutic 
Massage | CCBC Children’s Center | Circle Exxon | CitiMortgage-Matthew Palmer | Core 72  | Real 
Property Management Washington, DC | UPS Store | Write For You 

SILVER MEMBERS: Aerobic Dancing by Jacki Sorensen | Blue 44 Restaurant & Bar | Chevy Chase 
Wine & Spirits | Fishery Seafood Market | Full of Beans | Goodman/Van Riper Photography | Jetties | 
Monarch Paint & Design Center | Nails & Spa | Periwinkle Gifts | President Valet | Ramer’s StrideRite | 
Salon Familia

P.O. Box 6321

Washington, D.C. 20015-0321

CHEVY CHASE, MD BROKERAGE
5454 Wisconsin Avenue  |  +1 301 967 3344

ttrsir.com 

3838 Northampton Street, NW  •  202 686 1104  • www.circleyoga.com

yoga
Pilates
mindfulness
kids classes
summer camp
community
register now.
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